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Mess. our nearest neighbor republic, a land to tempt the 
brush of an artist and to intoxicate an architect in search of 
the picturesque, with its indescribable carved church fronts, 
glazed tile domes, sun-splashed patios, over all of which time 
has cast a mellowing spell—this land which is touched on 
cither coast by ocean steamships, entered from the north by 
three main railway lines, yet woefully neglected as a vacation 
ground. Q If you arrive by way of the west coast you will 
hurry through the picturesque dishevelment of Manzanillo 
to Colima, whose arcaded plaza will always remain a memory 
of gay colors and deep shadows, of townsfolk in white with 
brilliant serapes flung over one shoulder, of dashing caballeros 
mounted upon well-groomed ponies, come from the hacien- 
das to stroll about in the cool of the evening. Q» Guadalajara, 
second city of Mexico in size, next claims your attention. Your 
immediate and lasting impression will be of a clean, well-or- 
dered city—of clamorous and insistent bells none too resonant 
—of austere churches whose walls rise unadorned, except for 
bold buttresses topped by stone finials, and pierced by simple 
doorways. & From Silao, a nervous little engine and coach on 
a spur road, kindly dubbed “The Burro”, meanders over the hills 
to Guanajuato, one of the oldestand most picturesque of towns. 
Soonafter the conquest of Mexico in 1521, 1ts vast mines began 
filling the coffers of the Spanish Crown, and as it grew in 
wealth, much was lavished for its beautifying. Narrow winding 














streets ending in steep stairways run up the hills through the 
huddle of adobe dwellings past churches of highly imagina- 
tive clegance,and affording one alluring glimpses of buildings 
of every conceivable color which the magic of sun and rain 
have transformed into subtle and exquisite harmonies. Par- 
ticularly should be seen the church of the Valenciana, whose 
unforgettable, exhuberant Churrigueresque will ever be one 
of the outstanding achievements of the land.&» Queretaro, 
founded in 1440, boasts much of architectural merit—cu- 
rious and interesting facades; quiet, fascinating patios tucked 
away from the street; churches with narrow naves filled with 
superbly carved and gilded Churrigueresque altars and retablos 
rising from floor to vaulting, lining the walls from pier to 
pier, creating interiors bizarre yet overpoweringly sumptuous. 
y Not far from here, at Celaya, is to be found the finest 
example of the skilled Tresguerras, indefatigable artist and 
architect, the church of Nuestra Senora del Carmen. Exqui- 
sitely proportioned, its dome dominates the city, and a dawn- 
ing sun touching its yellow and green tiling, gives one a 
lasting thrill Morelia, another little city of neatly brushed- 
up appearance, well repays a visit in spite of the exasperating 
train service. When one leaves the main railway lines one 
must perforce expect to arrive at one’s destination far after 
midnight and to leave long ere dawn. The cathedral is Mex- 
ico’s outstanding masterpiece in Plateresque style; the delicate 
and characteristic decoration is concentrated about the great 
nave and transept portals and upon the aspiring towers. There 
are numerous other churches, convents and secular buildings 
constructed of a stone of pink hue, which unfortunately has 
offered a tempting surface upon which to venta thoroughly 








Mexican propensity for sticking placards and posters, to one’s 
consternation and indignation. Neighboring Patzcuaro, brood- 
ing beside its lake—once a place of no mean importance— 
and the somnolent Indian hut village of Tzin-Tzun-Tzan, 
of ancient lineage, boasting a celebrated painting by Titian, 
lie far from the centers of creature comforts. Qy Leaving here, 
it is a fitting contrast to find one’s self in the bustle and noise 
of Mexico City, whose broad streets and orderly architecture 
impress one with the influence of Paris and Vienna. Its site 
was in ancient times a lake, consequently many a cornice line 
sags; here and there an entire facade bulges, and even a tower 
ort two leans far out to catch a glimpse up and down the 
street. The cathedral, massive and conventional, bulking at 
one end of the great Zocalo, is the largest church edifice in 
North America, yet architecturally, it is quite overshadowed 
by the adjoining church of the Sagrario, with remarkably 
carved portals set in walls of deep red-stained volcanic stone 
—a material which has been used for centuries with striking 
effect throughout the city. Churches abound, and many an 
old palace and patio bear witness to a time when priests and 
populace vied to produce impressive, even amazing, structures. 
Well deserving of a visit are the environs, such as San Angel, 
Coyoacan, and the remarkable convent church at Tepozotlan. 
Cuernavaca, sadly mistreated by Zapata, boasts a primitive 
Franciscan Cathedral, battlemented and with dome and tower, 
composing into a picture tantalizing to an artist, whether 
seen from a distant hillside or glimpsed from a courtyard or 
narrow lane close by. Q:Journeying eastward through drowsy 
old San Juan Teotihuacan with its Aztec temples and pyra- 
mids; then through dozing Tlaxcala, one knows that Puebla 

































is not afar off, watched over by snow-topped volcanoes. 
Churches push their glistening tile domes above a clustering 
of trees in ever- increasing numbers, until one wonders at the 
time when these must have demanded vast fortunes to have 
built so profusely, and to have required many a widow's mite 
to keep the candles lighted. One of Puebla’s principal indus- 
tries, the manufacture of “Azulejos,” or polychrome tiles, was 
brought from Spain in the middle of the 16th century, and 
is flourishing to this day. Of particular interest are the great 
numbers of buildings entirely faced with tiles laid in patterns, 
and the finest examples of domes encrusted with tiling, daring 
in color and design, give to Puebla its most distinctive keynote. 
Riding to Cholula on a diminutive and uncertain tram-car, 
which mayhap will become burto-drawn before you arrive, 
you are again impressed with the evidence of the power once 
wielded by the priesthood when this wasa flourishing city. 
Churches fairly swarm about one as perhaps nowhere else. 
“~To Oaxaca over a narrow-gauge railway, suffering a tire- 
some ride, one hastily revives with a few moments stroll 
about this city of green trees and green stone facades, churches, 
doorways, balconies and grilles, unusually reminiscent of old 
Spain. Of interest to archaeologists are the Zapotec remains 
of Mitla, a few hours ride across a hot waste of desert. 
«y Northward again, the train drops from the plateau of 
Southern Mexico to the semi-tropical humidity of Orizaba 
and Vera Cruz, from where one can embark for New York, 
having completed a most comprehensive survey of a civiliza- 
tion transplanted from Spain about 1521, developing with 
an amazing rapidity and producing architecture of a very 
fine distinction, essentially Spanish, yet because of environ- 





ment, materials and the acquirement of vast wealth, at once 
extraordinarily individual. Not alone is one impressed with 
the brilliance and novelty of the larger buildings of recog- 
nized merit, but irresistibly delightful are the odd and imag- 
inative bits of architecture found lurking down unsuspected 
by-ways, painted with every conceivable color, bathed in 
vivid sunlight, and streaked with luminous blue shadows. 
The spirit of this charm and creative ingenuity will be appar- 
ent from many of the photographs in this volume, and 
while there are included views of some of the larger edifices, 
it has been the intention to reproduce principally the build- 
ings and details of a more intimate character. 
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